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	15% off your entire stay
	Good for stays between now and April 30, 2024
	Only valid on lodges, cabins and campsites
	Offer excludes Stonewall Resort
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			About This Park


			
				Located in the Greenbrier River Valley north of Lewisburg, Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park is part of the Civil War Discovery Trail, which links more than 300 historical sites in 16 states. Dedicated in 1928 as West Virginia’s first state park, Droop Mountain is known for its reenactments of the Battle of Droop Mountain, the last major American Civil War conflict in West Virginia. Reenactments occur in October of even-numbered years. The park also provides hiking trails, picnic shelters and play areas for use any time of the year.


			

		

	

	

		
												
						This park does not offer overnight accommodations within the park. 

					

							
			
			
				
					Activities

					
					Select an activity below to learn more
					

																								
										
											
												





											

											Camping
										
										Camping

											
Droop Mountain is a day-use park, but you’re never far from a campground in West Virginia. Try these nearby state parks:

Watoga State Park 

Seneca State Forest


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Hiking
										
										Hiking

											
Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park has hiking trails and gorgeous scenic views of the Greenbrier River Valley. The park has several trails of varying difficulty to suit every visitor.

Download Park Pack & Map
 


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Museums & Historical Sites
										
										Museums & Historical Sites

											
Looking for some more history? The park has an onsite museum with exhibits about local history, the Battle of Droop Mountain, and Civil War artifacts. 

 


										

									
	
										
											
												



	
	
	
	



											

											Scenic Train Rides
										
										Scenic Train Rides

											
The age of steam is alive and well at Cass Scenic Railroad State Park. Ride a historic Shay locomotive and tour glorious mountaintops! You can also stop at a recreated 1940s logging camp or dine at the Company Store restaurant.


										

									
	
										
											
												





											

											Snow Sports
										
										Snow Sports

											
Some of the park’s hiking trails are suitable for cross-country skiing during winter months. Come trek the trails through a winter wonderland! 


										

									


											
										
										
						Attraction is located outside of the park.
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						Contact

							
								Phone: 
								
									304-653-4254
								
							
	
								Email: 
								
									dnrdroopmountain@wv.gov
								
							
	
								Address: 
								
									683 Droop Park Rd.,
									Hillsboro,									
									WV 24946																											
								
							


					

					
						 						 	
						 						
					
					
				

			

	

	
		
	
	

					
		
			

		
				
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			History

										Located in the Greenbrier River Valley north of Lewisburg, Droop Mountain Battlefield is the site of West Virginia’s last significant Civil War battle.

On November 6, 1863, the federal army of Brigadier General William W. Averell attempted for the second time to disrupt the Virginia-Tennessee Railroad at Salem, Virginia. Averell and his troops faced the Confederate troops of Brigadier General John Echols. Throughout the morning, Echols’ smaller confederate army held the high ground and blocked the highway with artillery, but was later overwhelmed by the crushing advance of federal infantry on his left flank. Following the collapse of his lines, General Echols retreated south into Virginia with the remnants of his command.

Federal Troops occupied Lewisburg on November 7, 1863, but being burdened with prisoners and captured livestock, General Averell elected to return to his headquarters in Beverly, West Virginia, waiting until early December to lead a third and ultimately successful attack on the vital railroad. Operations in the Shenandoah Valley in the spring of 1864 drew remaining confederate troops out of West Virginia, thus leaving the new state securely under the control of the federal government for the remainder of the war.

Today, Droop Mountain Battlefield is recognized as part of The Civil War Discovery Trail, which links more than 300 sites in 16 states to inspire and to teach the story of the Civil War and its haunting impact on America. The Trail, an initiative of the Civil War Trust, allows visitors to explore battlefields, historic homes, railroad stations, cemeteries, parks and other destinations that bring history to life.


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																		
																		
																			Trails
		
										
																						Download Park Trail Map
											
																					
														
										
																						
												
													Big Spring Trail
													
  

												

												
													The trail begins at the west overlook and dead-ends at a mountain spring. This trail is a strenuous climb back.

Distance: 0.75 miles

Difficulty: Difficult


												

											

																						
												
													Cranberry Bogs Trail
													
  

												

												
													Hikers can start at the park office and end at the south picnic area. This is the most popular trail in the park, winding through a mountain bog where interesting plants, tall pines and wildlife can be seen. This trail is suitable for cross-country skiing in the winter.

Distance: 0.5 miles

Difficulty: Easy


												

											

																						
												
													Horse Heaven Trail
													
  

												

												
													This trail starts at the pump house near the cannon and ends at the south picnic area. The trail follows a series of small cliffs and gives access to Horse Heaven Rock, where horses killed in the battle of Droop Mountain were disposed of.

Distance: 0.25 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Minie Ball Trail
													
  

												

												
													This is the most rigorous park trail, located in a ravine where Union soldiers climbed the mountain to attack the Confederates waiting above. The trail begins at the first sharp curve in the road near the office and ends at the tower.

Distance: 0.5 miles

Difficulty: Difficult


												

											

																						
												
													Musket Trail
													
  

												

												
													This trail starts near the park office and follows a steep hillside. Stumps of American Chestnut trees that were alive during the time of the battle remain. The trail ends at the lookout tower.

Distance: 0.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Old Soldier Trail
													
  

												

												
													This easy trail follows an old road grade which passes near the spot where Major Robert Augustus Bailey was shot while trying to rally his men around the Confederate Flag. The trail begins near the battlefield monuments and ends at the stone shed near the tower. It is an excellent cross-country ski trail in the winter.

Distance: 0.75 miles

Difficulty: Easy


												

											

																						
												
													Overlook Trail
													
  

												

												
													The trail begins at the pump house near the cannon and ends at the park office. The trail follows a series of rock cliffs. Following the cliffs, visitors can observe several small caves, an old bear den, a scenic overlook and Civil War trenches.

Distance: 0.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																						
												
													Tower Trail
													
  

												

												
													This trail begins at the park office and ends at the stone shed near the lookout tower. This is the shortest route from the park office to the lookout tower.

Distance: 0.5 miles

Difficulty: Moderate


												

											

																					
																					
																																									
							

																		
									
				
										
												
							
						
							
	
																			Additional Information 

										Picnicking

The park has two picnic shelters that can be reserved and two play areas for children. A lookout tower offers scenic mountain vistas of this natural area for you to enjoy while you picnic!


																		
																		
																																										
							

																		
									
				
										
																		
																							
			

		
	
		
			
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
												
																																					
										
													
								Nearby Attractions

								
									
																				
											Beartown State Park

											Beartown State Park is a natural area of 107 acres located on the eastern summit of Droop Mountain near Hillsboro. It offers a boardwalk for a scenic hike of the unusual rock formations.


										

																				
											Seneca State Forest

											The oldest state forest in West Virginia, Seneca borders the beautiful Greenbrier River. Visitors can enjoy tent camping or staying in a rustic cabin.


										

																				
											Watoga State Park

											Just north of and adjacent to Calvin Price State Forest, Watoga offers cabins and camping, swimming in an outdoor pool, fishing and boating in Watoga Lake, and a park nature program.


										

																				
											Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

											Ride this 11-mile heritage logging railroad on a vintage locomotive to one of the highest points in the state, Bald Knob. The authentic logging town has been restored and offers lodging in company houses and dining at the Last Run Restaurant.


										

																				
											Cranberry Glades Botanical Area

											The Cranberry Glades is the largest area of bogs, or acidic wetlands, in West Virginia. Its unique and exotic ecosystem sprawls over 750 acres.


										

																				
											Greenbrier River Trail

											The Greenbrier River Trail is a 78-mile long rail trail operated by the West Virginia State Park system. Trail uses include bicycling, backpacking, cross-country skiing and horseback riding.


										

																				
											Green Bank Observatory

											Home of the Green Bank Telescope, one of the largest moveable objects on earth, this facility also houses a museum with interactive exhibits. Public tours are available to view the telescopes, museum, and other programming at the facility.


										

																				
											Pearl S. Buck Birthplace

											The Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Museum showcases the home in which the Nobel and Pulitzer Prize-winning author was born in 1892.


										

																			

								

							

												
																																					
					
				
				
					
					Find Nearby Attractions
				
				
								
			

		

				


	


	
		
    
        
            Upcoming Events


            
            There are no events scheduled at this time. Check back for updates to the schedule.
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							[image: ]
						
					
							
  






	
	
  

	
  


					
						
  

						Rules and Regulations
					
					
						
  

						Newsroom
					
					
						
  

						Contact
					
					
						
  

						Merchandise
					
					
						
  

						Deals
					
	
	
					
						
  

						Careers
					
					
					
						
						Accessible Travel
					
					
					
						
  

						Bids & Procurement
					
	
				

				
	
					
						
  

						1-833-WV-PARKS
					
	
					West Virginia Department of Tourism
					West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
					Wonderful West Virginia Magazine
					Copyright © 2024 West Virginia State Parks
				

			
		
		
		
	
		
		
				
			


	
		
		

						

		
			
				
				
					

						
							I'm looking for:
							
							Lodges & Cabins
Camping
Picnic Shelter
Zip Line
Mountain Bike
Rafting
Sledding
Dining
Golf
Elk Tours
Adventure Lake
Other Activities


							
						


						
							Parks
							
									
										
											
											Search All Parks
										
									
	
												
													
													Audra State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Babcock State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Beech Fork State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Blackwater Falls State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Bluestone State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cabwaylingo State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cacapon Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Camp Creek State Park and Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Canaan Valley Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cathedral State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cedar Creek State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Chief Logan State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Coopers Rock State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Greenbrier State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Hawks Nest State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Holly River State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Kanawha State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Kumbrabow State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Little Beaver State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Lost River State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Moncove Lake State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													North Bend Rail Trail 
												
											
	
												
													
													North Bend State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Panther State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Pinnacle Rock State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Pipestem Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Seneca State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Tomlinson Run State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Twin Falls Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Tygart Lake State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Valley Falls State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Watoga State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Watters Smith Memorial State Park 
												
											


								Select Destination
							

							
						


						
							Arrival Date
							
								
								
						

						
							
						

						
						
						
							
								
									Sign Up For Deals
								
							

						

						
						
					

				



				


			

		


	







			
		

	
	
	
	
	
	
		
	
		

			


	
		
		

						

		
			
				
				
					

						
							I'm looking for:
							
							Lodges & Cabins
Camping
Picnic Shelter
Zip Line
Mountain Bike
Rafting
Sledding
Dining
Golf
Elk Tours
Adventure Lake
Other Activities


							
						


						
							Parks
							
									
										
											
											Search All Parks
										
									
	
												
													
													Audra State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Babcock State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Beech Fork State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Blackwater Falls State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Bluestone State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cabwaylingo State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cacapon Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Camp Creek State Park and Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Canaan Valley Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cathedral State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Cedar Creek State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Chief Logan State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Coopers Rock State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Greenbrier State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Hawks Nest State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Holly River State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Kanawha State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Kumbrabow State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Little Beaver State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Lost River State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Moncove Lake State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													North Bend Rail Trail 
												
											
	
												
													
													North Bend State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Panther State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Pinnacle Rock State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Pipestem Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Seneca State Forest 
												
											
	
												
													
													Tomlinson Run State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Twin Falls Resort State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Tygart Lake State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Valley Falls State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Watoga State Park 
												
											
	
												
													
													Watters Smith Memorial State Park 
												
											


								Select Destination
							

							
						


						
							Arrival Date
							
								
								
						

						
							
						

						
						
						
							
								
									Sign Up For Deals
								
							

						

						
						
					

				



				


			

		


	








	
    
        
  

        
  

    

    
        



		
			
		
		  Our Parks		  			
			  
  

			
		  		
	  
		



		
			
		
		  Parks: A to Z		  		
	  
		







		



					
	Audra State Park


						Babcock State Park


						Beartown State Park


						Beech Fork State Park


						Berkeley Springs State Park


						Blackwater Falls State Park


						Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park


						Bluestone State Park


						Cabwaylingo State Forest


						Cacapon Resort State Park


						Calvin Price State Forest


						Camp Creek State Park and Forest


						Canaan Valley Resort State Park


						Carnifex Ferry Battlefield State Park


						Cass Scenic Railroad State Park


						Cathedral State Park


						Cedar Creek State Park


						Chief Logan State Park


						Coopers Rock State Forest


						Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park


						Elk River Trail


						Fairfax Stone State Park


						Greenbrier River Trail


						Greenbrier State Forest


						Hawks Nest State Park


						Holly River State Park


						Kanawha State Forest


						Kumbrabow State Forest


						Little Beaver State Park


						Lost River State Park


						Moncove Lake State Park


						North Bend Rail Trail


						North Bend State Park


						Panther State Forest


						Pinnacle Rock State Park


						Pipestem Resort State Park


						Prickett's Fort State Park


						Seneca State Forest


						Stonewall Resort State Park


						Summersville Lake State Park


						Tomlinson Run State Park


						Tu-Endie-Wei State Park


						Twin Falls Resort State Park


						Tygart Lake State Park


						Valley Falls State Park


						Watoga State Park


						Watters Smith Memorial State Park


		
				
			
		
		  About West Virginia State Parks		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Programs		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Groups		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  West Virginia State Parks Foundation		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Rules and Regulations		  		
	  
		







		






		



		
				
			
		
		  Places to Stay		  			
			  
  

			
		  		
	  
		



		
			
		
		  Lodges		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Cabins		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Campgrounds		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Unique Places to Stay		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  EV Charging Stations		  		
	  
		







		






		
	
			
		
		  Things to Do		  			
			  
  

			
		  		
	  
		



		
			
		
		  Aerial Tours		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  ATV Riding		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Boating		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Camping		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Elk Management Tours		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Fishing		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Geocaching		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Golf Courses		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Hiking Trails		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Horseback Riding		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Hunting		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Mountain Biking Trails		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Museums and Historical Sites		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Outdoor Adventures		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Scenic Train Rides		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Snow Sports		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Swimming		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Whitewater Rafting		  		
	  
		







		






		
	
			
		
		  Trip Inspiration		  			
			  
  

			
		  		
	  
		



		
			
		
		  Blog		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Share Your Story		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Newsroom		  		
	  
		







		






		
	
			
		
		  Events		  			
			  
  

			
		  		
	  
		



		
			
		
		  Calendar of Events		  		
	  
		







		
	
			
		
		  Groups		  		
	  
		







		






		






    


    	
            Book Now
        
	
            






        






    

    
        
  

    

    
        
  

    


    
        
            
  

        
    



	

				
			
	

















	